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discharged to waters of the U.S. After the 
dates listed in Table 151.2035(b), vessels 
may use a USCG-approved BWMS and 
comply with the discharge standard, 

use PWS per § 151.2025(a)(2), or use a 
previously installed AMS per 
§ 151.2025(a)(3). 

TABLE 151.2035(b)—IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR APPROVED BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT 
METHODS 

Vessel’s ballast 
water capacity Date constructed Vessel’s compliance date 

New vessels .................. All .................................. On or after December 1, 2013 ........ On delivery. 
Existing vessels ............. Less than 1500 m3 ....... Before December 1, 2013 ............... First scheduled drydocking after 

January 1, 2016. 
1500–5000 m3 .............. Before December 1, 2013 ............... First scheduled drydocking after 

January 1, 2014. 
Greater than 5000 m3 .. Before December 1, 2013 ............... First scheduled drydocking after 

January 1, 2016. 

§ 151.2036 Extension of compliance 
date. 

The Coast Guard may grant an exten-
sion to the implementation schedule 
listed in § 151.2035(b) of this subpart 
only in those cases where the master, 
owner, operator, agent, or person in 
charge of a vessel subject to this sub-
part can document that despite all ef-
forts to meet the ballast water dis-
charge standard requirements in 
§ 151.2030 of this subpart, compliance is 
not possible. Any extension request 
must be made no later than 12 months 
before the scheduled implementation 
date listed in § 151.2035(b) of this sub-
part and submitted in writing to the 
Commandant (CG–522), U.S. Coast 
Guard Office of Operating and Environ-
mental Standards, 2100 2nd St. SW., 
Stop 7126, Washington, DC 20593–7126. 
Summary information concerning all 
extension decisions, including the 
name of the vessel and vessel owner, 
the term of the extension, and the 
basis for the extension will be prompt-
ly posted on the Internet. Extensions 
will be for no longer than the minimum 
time needed, as determined by the 
Coast Guard, for the vessel to comply 
with the requirements of § 151.2030. 

§ 151.2040 Discharge of ballast water 
in extraordinary circumstances. 

(a) The Coast Guard will allow the 
master, owner, operator, agent, or per-
son in charge of a vessel that cannot 
practicably meet the requirements of 
§ 151.2025(a) of this subpart, either be-
cause its voyage does not take it into 
waters 200 nautical miles or greater 

from any shore for a sufficient length 
of time and the vessel retains ballast 
water onboard or because the master of 
the vessel has identified safety or sta-
bility concerns, to discharge ballast 
water in areas other than the Great 
Lakes and the Hudson River north of 
the George Washington Bridge. 

(1) The Coast Guard will not allow 
such a discharge if the vessel is re-
quired to have a Coast Guard-approved 
ballast water management system 
(BWMS) per the implementation sched-
ule found in § 151.2035(b) of this subpart. 

(2) If the Coast Guard allows the dis-
charge of ballast water as described in 
paragraph (a) of this section, the mas-
ter, owner, operator, agent, or person 
in charge of the vessel must discharge 
only that amount of ballast water 
operationally necessary to ensure the 
safety of the vessel for cargo oper-
ations. 

(3) Ballast water records must be 
made available to the local Captain of 
the Port (COTP) upon request. 

(4) Vessels on a voyage to the Great 
Lakes or the Hudson River north of the 
George Washington Bridge must com-
ply with the requirements of 33 CFR 
151.1515. 

(b) If the installed BWMS required by 
this subpart stops operating properly 
during a voyage, or the vessel’s BWM 
method is unexpectedly unavailable, 
the person directing the movement of 
the vessel must ensure that the prob-
lem is reported to the nearest COTP or 
District Commander as soon as prac-
ticable. The vessel may continue to the 
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next port of call, subject to the direc-
tions of the COTP or District Com-
mander, as provided by part 160 of this 
chapter. 

(1) The Coast Guard will normally 
allow a vessel that cannot practicably 
meet the requirements of § 151.2025(a)(1) 
of this subpart because its installed 
BWMS is inoperable, or the vessel’s 
BWM method is unexpectedly unavail-
able, to employ one of the other ballast 
water management (BWM) methods 
listed in § 151.2025(a) of this subpart. 

(2) If the master of the vessel deter-
mines that the vessel cannot employ 
other BWM methods due to the voyage 
or safety concerns listed in paragraph 
(a) of this section, the Coast Guard will 
normally allow the vessel to discharge 
ballast water in areas other than the 
Great Lakes and the Hudson River 
north of the George Washington 
Bridge. 

(3) If the Coast Guard approves such 
an allowance, the vessel must dis-
charge only that amount of ballast 
water operationally necessary to en-
sure the safety and stability of the ves-
sel for cargo operations. Ballast water 
records must be made available to the 
local COTP upon request. 

(c) Nothing in this subpart relieves 
the master, owner, operator, agent, or 
person in charge of a vessel of any re-
sponsibility, including ensuring the 
safety and stability of the vessel and 
the safety of the crew and passengers. 

§ 151.2050 Additional requirements— 
nonindigenous species reduction 
practices. 

The master, owner, operator, agent, 
or person in charge of any vessel 
equipped with ballast water tanks that 
operates in the waters of the United 
States must follow these practices: 

(a) Avoid the discharge or uptake of 
ballast water in areas within, or that 
may directly affect, marine sanc-
tuaries, marine preserves, marine 
parks, or coral reefs. 

(b) Minimize or avoid uptake of bal-
last water in the following areas and 
situations: 

(1) Areas known to have infestations 
or populations of harmful organisms 
and pathogens (e.g., toxic algal 
blooms). 

(2) Areas near sewage outfalls. 

(3) Areas near dredging operations. 
(4) Areas where tidal flushing is 

known to be poor or times when a tidal 
stream is known to be turbid. 

(5) In darkness, when bottom-dwell-
ing organisms may rise up in the water 
column. 

(6) Where propellers may stir up the 
sediment. 

(7) Areas with pods of whales, conver-
gence zones, and boundaries of major 
currents. 

(c) Clean the ballast tanks regularly 
to remove sediments. Sediments must 
be disposed of in accordance with local, 
State, and Federal regulations. 

(d) Discharge only the minimal 
amount of ballast water essential for 
vessel operations while in the waters of 
the United States. 

(e) Rinse anchors and anchor chains 
when the anchor is retrieved to remove 
organisms and sediments at their 
places of origin. 

(f) Remove fouling organisms from 
the vessel’s hull, piping, and tanks on a 
regular basis and dispose of any re-
moved substances in accordance with 
local, State and Federal regulations. 

(g) Maintain a ballast water manage-
ment (BWM) plan that has been devel-
oped specifically for the vessel and 
that will allow those responsible for 
the plan’s implementation to under-
stand and follow the vessel’s BWM 
strategy and comply with the require-
ments of this subpart. The plan must 
include— 

(1) Detailed safety procedures; 
(2) Actions for implementing the 

mandatory BWM requirements and 
practices; 

(3) Detailed fouling maintenance and 
sediment removal procedures; 

(4) Procedures for coordinating the 
shipboard BWM strategy with Coast 
Guard authorities; 

(5) Identification of the designated 
officer(s) in charge of ensuring that the 
plan is properly implemented; 

(6) Detailed reporting requirements 
and procedures for ports and places in 
the United States where the vessel may 
visit; and 

(7) A translation of the plan into 
English, French, or Spanish if the ves-
sel’s working language is another lan-
guage. 
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